The symposium presents itself as building on calls issued in Poroi 9.1 (2013), a special issue of the journal on the future of the rhetoric of science, technology, engineering and medicine. Readers are referred to that issue, which is available through the Poroi homepage (http://ir.uiowa.edu/poroi/), and to the homepage of the Association for the Rhetoric of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Medicine (ARST, http://www.arstonline.org/). Poroi 12.2 also presents two detailed essays in rhetorical criticism directed at particular claims to knowledge.
Jennifer L. LeMesurier (Colgate University)'s "Uptaking Race: Genre, MSG, and Chinese Dinner," shows how racist tropes directed at Chinese immigrants in the 19 th century re-surface in treatments of MSG. Appearing first as a "humorous playground" in letters to the editor of medical journals, these tropes resume their virulent racism when they are taken up and re-circulated in popular news outlets.
LeMesurier's detailed essay is a contribution to the rhetorical study of "genre uptake." It resonates with the essays in the "Forum on the Rhetoric of Food" in Poroi 11.1 (2015) . Readers may wish to refer to that issue.
